Ynoupyeio MoAwapou kat ABAntopiol © Epopeia Apxatotntwv Xaviwv

Ministry of Culture and Sports ¢ Ephorate of Antiquities of Chania
© 2021



Antepa, n epPAnpatikn apxaia néAn otov kopBikéd Bdpelo dova

g Kpntng, nou €6 kal dekaetieg épxetal oTto Gwg anod Tig
avaokagEég Kat ta épya tg ApxaloAoyikng Ynnpeaiag, ekSINAGVEL
pe t {wvtdvia Kat tov naApd g napoviikotntag, TNV NoAUKU-
pavn pakpaiwvn nopeia tng, péoa and ta onoudala pvnyeia kat
Ta gupnpata.

Yta KatdAolna Twv oIk, Twv dnpdoiwv KTnpiwy, TwV LEPWY,
TwV BedTpwy, TwV AOUTPWV, TWV SEEAPEVIIV, TWV OXUPWOEWV Kal
TWV VEKPONOAEWV anotunwvovtal eUyAwTtta Kal €KTuna ol Nopeieg
Twv avBpwnwv nou £¢¢noav kat dnplolpynoav o€ autnv.

H apxaia néAn, petd and aihveg olwnng, dlactaupwvetal e ta pdua
Kal TNV YUxn Twv eNOKeNTwY, kKaBwg avadlUovtal ol OYEIS Kal o pub-
HOG TG {wng ™G, and v kabnpepvétnta PEXpL TIG NMVEUPATIKEG Kal
KaAAITeXVIKEG avadntioelg, and tv TpiPn tou 1biwtikou Biou péxpl Tn
OUHIHETOXN oTa Kovd kat Tn Biwon tou tepol otig TEAETOUpYIES.

Ap. EAENH NANAAONOYAOY
[TPOTETAMENH E®OPEIAL APXAIOTHTQN XANIQN

he emblematic ancient city of Aptera, located on the nodal

northern axis of Crete, has been brought to light thanks
to excavations and works undertaken by the Archaeological
Service for decades, allowing its turbulent, centuries-long history
to unfold with the vividness of presentness through its great
monuments and finds.

The remains of houses, public buildings, sanctuaries, theatres,
baths, cisterns, fortification walls and cemeteries clearly and vividly
reflect the life course of people who lived and created their works
in this city.

Following a centuries-long silence, the ancient city finally meets
the eyes and souls of its visitors, as the rhythm and various aspects of
life in Aptera are unveiled, ranging from everyday life occupations
to spiritual and artistic quests, and from private life struggles to
participation in public activities and sanctuary rituals.

DR ELENI PAPADOPOULOU
DIRECTOR OF THE EPHORATE OF ANTIQUITIES OF CHANIA
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AvatoAikn oxUpwon

The eastern
fortification wall

il

ATTEpRL, TTOAG KpnTNg
Qo THG TRV
Mova@v xai Zetpyvov £pidog, Tig &V TG
wovaeiw TANaiov Tfg olews xal Tig DaddTTyg TOTE. .
Srépavog Bulavtiog, Efvixd

Metd to 1200 n.X. ot NoAITEIAKEG HOPEG Kal Ol AVAKTOPIKEG EYKATAOTATELG TNG EMNOXNG TOU XaAkou otnv Kphtn napakpdlouv
Kal 0 onpavtikdg npoiotopikdg olkiopdg otov AJoipé tUAou, nou tautiletal e Ty a-pa-ta-wa twv nivakidwy tng Npappiking B,
bev anoteAel e€aipeon. Auth tn petaBatikn nepiodo ot AvBpwnot avadntolv Kupiwg éva acpaAég nepiBdAAov yia diafiwon,
npootateupévo and exBpIkEG eVEPYELEG.

Xe auté to nAaioto, petagy 11ou kat 10ou aiwva n.X. ot kdroikol Tou AJoipe XTUAoU petakivouvtal Bopeldtepa ot NAaylég
ToU UPwpatog «MaAdkaotpoy, pla Béon puaolkd oxupn oxedov anpoonéAaotn and ta avatoAikd kat Bépela kat duonpdottn
and ta votia. Xtadlakd, yupw and tov Adpo dnploupyoulvtal Hikpol okiopol kat and tov 8o aiwva n.X. kal §ng, péoa and
v dladikaoia nou gival yvwotn wg ouvolkiopdg, avadietal n Antepa i ’Antapa nou Katd toug eAANVIOTIKOUG XpOvoug
(306-10¢ awwvag n.X.) e€eAioostal o onoudaia néAn pe onpavtkd pdAo ota noAttkd npdypata tng Kpntng. Ztnv epnopiki
Kal OIKOVOUIKA TNG avantuén oupBAaAAeL n B€on Tou NoArtikoU TG KEVIPOU 0TO NAGTWHA TOU UPWHATOG, EHPAVIE OTPATNYIKNAG
onpaociag nou deondlel ata votuoavatoAikd tou k6Anou tng Loudag. ESw, eviunwaolakh oxUpwon NAAICIWVEL PVNHELWOELG
dnpodoleg Sopég kal KTApla Tou apxaiou olkiopoU nou diatnpouvtal £wg TG PéPEG pag os peydAo Uyog, ta onoia tautiotnkayv
and nepinyntég tov 190 alva Pe T yvwoth and apxaioug yewypd@oug, Kpntikn néAn.

0 Weubo-XkUAag anokaAei Antepaia xdpa tv enikpdtela tng NAANG - kpdtoug, npog Popéav &¢ dvepiov 1 Antepaia xwpa evd
apyodtepa o Xtpdfwv npoodiopilel tn B€on tng o€ oxéon e tn yeltovikn tng Kudwvia. O Lradiaopdg divel pe peyaAltepn
akpipeta tnv andéotaon and tnv Kudwvia, ané tnv Enpd kat tn BdAacoa.

Ot ZtpdBwv kat MAiviog avagpépouv 6Tt n Antepa gixe 6Uo Apdvia, tnv Kioapo kat tn Mivaa. ApxatoAoyikd katdAoina o€
Napdktieg NePLoxég otov KOAMo tng Zoudag tautiouv tnv Kioapo pe tv euputepn neploxi petal KaAapiou kat KaAuBov
kat t Mivoa pe to onpepivé Mapdbr Akpwtnpiou.

Aptera, a city of Crete
after the strife of the Muses and Sirens,
which took place in the Mouseion,
a place so called near the city and the sea
Stephanus of Byzantium, Ethnica

After 1200 BC, the Bronze Age political structure and palatial establishments
in Crete fell into decay. The significant prehistoric settlement at Azoires Stylou,
identified with a-pa-ta-wa on Linear B tablets, was no exception. In this transitional
period, people mostly looked for a safe environment to live in, protected from
hostile activities.

In this context, in between the 11th and 10 centuries BC, the inhabitants of Azoires
Stylou moved further to the north on the slopes of the “Paliokastro” hill, a naturally
fortified site which is almost unreachable from the east and north and hard to reach
from the south. Small settlements gradually appeared around the hill. From the
8th century BC onwards, a process known as synoikismos leads to the rise of Aptera
or Aptara, which in Hellenistic times (3th-1st century BC) will develop into a great
city and will play a significant role in the political affairs of Crete. The location
of the city’s political centre on the hill plateau, which obviously had strategic
significance, dominating the southeast of the Souda bay, contributed to the city’s
commercial and economic rise. An impressive fortification wall enclosing various
monumental public structures and buildings of the ancient settlement has survived
today at a great height. These remains were ascribed by travelers in the 19th
century to the Cretan city of Aptera that was well known from the records of
ancient geographers.

Pseudo-Scylax names the city-state’s territory Apteraia chora (land of Aptera),
npog Bopéav &¢ dvepov n Antepaia xwpa (facing to the north wind), while Strabo
will later pinpoint its location in relation to neighbouring Kydonia. The Stadiasmus
(6th century AD) records even more precisely the distance in between Aptera and
Kydonia, by land and sea.

Strabo and Pliny mention that Aptera had two ports named Kissamos and Minoa.
Archaeological remains in coastal areas of the Souda bay have led us to locate
Kissamos in the wider area between Kalami and Kalyves, and Minoa at modern
Marathi Akroteriou.

To Uywpa «MaAiékaotpo»
and avatoAikd

The “Paliokastro” hill
viewed from the east



To 6vopa tng néAng
H {&puon tng néAng kat ouvakdAouBa n anddoon tou ovopatdg tng katd tov Mauoavia, opeidoval
otov HuBiké npwa Mtépa and toug AeA@oug, o onoiog oikodépnoe 6devivo vad tou AndAAwva.

EtdwALbépoppo
okeUoG-Zelphva
Yta apxaldtepa vopiopata kat o€ entypagég, To dvopd tng napadidetal oe dwplkn peyaloypdppatn 206-Tog at. n.X.
ypaen pe tov tuno AMTAPA kat AMTTAPAIQN. Ztnv eAAnviotikn nepiodo epgaviletal emnAéoy, n
ypaen AMTEPA, AMTEPAIQN. O MtoAepaiog tov 20 awva p.X. anokaAei tnv néAn Antepa Kal o
{610¢ tUnog enavaAapBavetal ota ypantd Adylwv tng SYiung apxatdétntag, 6nws o Ae€lkoypapog
HoUxiog kal o Xtépavog Buldvtiog.

Me Bdon apxaieg enypapég EAANVIOTIKWY XpOvwy To 6vopa Antepa anodidel eniBeto tng Aptepng,
npootdudag Bedg tng ndAng, (iepdv 16 tdg Aptépbog tag Antépag).

Figurine-formed
vessel - Siren
2nd - 1st c. BC

Mia 1blaitepa yonteutikn puBoldoyikn ekdoxn, napadidetal and tov Ltépavo Bulavuo ota EBvika
(téAog 50U aiwva p.X.), oUpewva Pe Tnv onola to dvopa tng N6ANG avakaAel tov pubiké aywva
TV Mouov Kat Twv Zelphvwy nou éylve €v T& pouceiy oe Béon kovtd otnv néAn. Ot Zeiphnveg
nttnBnkay, Eepidwoav ta Prepd Toug Kal «antepeg» MAfov yivovtal A€ukég kal néprouv otn BaAacoa,
6nou oxnpatiouv ta vnodkia nou ovopddovtal AEUKEG, oTov KOAMO Tng Zoudag.

Ta vnodkia Agukég, otov kOANo tng Xoudag
The “Lefkes” islets in the Souda bay

ENEEELCE

According to Pausanias, the city’s foundation and therefore its
naming too are credited to Pteras, a mythical hero from Delphi,
who built Apollo’s laurel temple.

Its name survives in the types of AMTTAPA (APTARA) and ANTAPAIQN
(APTARAION), written in Doric, capital-lettered script on earlier
coins and inscriptions. Furthermore, the script ATTTEPA, AMTTEPAIQN
(APTERA, APTERAION) appears in the Hellenistic period. Ptolemy
refers to the city as Aptera in the 2nd century AD. The same type
is repeated in the records of scholars of late antiquity, such as the
lexicographer Hesychius and Stefanus of Byzantium.

As indicated by inscriptions of Hellenistic times, the name Aptera
is an adjective of the city’s guardian goddess Artemis (iepdv té tag
Aptépidog tdag Antépag).

According to an especially appealing mythological version recorded
by Stefanus of Byzantium in his Ethnica (late 5th century AD),
the city’s name recalls the mythical contest between the Muses
and the Sirens that took place év 1@ pouceiw (in the Mouseion)
somewhere near the city. The Sirens were defeated, tore their
wings and while being “apteres”, i.e. wingless, they turned white
(‘lefkes’) and fell into the sea, where they formed the islets called
Lefkes in the Souda bay.
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Nopiopata Antépag pe entypapeg



lotopika 6edopéva

O MNauvoaviag, avagépel 6t otov B® Megonviakéd MNoéAgpo (668 n.X.), togoteg
ano 61apopeg NdAel Tng Kpntng, petagy twv onoilwv kat Antepaiol, noAepolv
oto nAeupd twv Aakedalpoviwv evavtiov twv Meoonviwv.

To 273 n.X. o Antepaiog ‘Opucoog padi pe GAAoug pioBopodpoug tooteg,
NoAgpWVTAG Kal ndAL oto NAeupd twv Aakedalpoviwy, okotwvel Tov MtoAepaio,
yto Tou BaoctAid tng Hneipou, Muppo.

Kata tn didpkela tou Xpepwvidelou noAépou (266/5-263/2 n.X.), ot Antepaiol
guvtdaooovtal oto NAeupod twv Aakedatpoviwy kat tou MNMroAepaiou B .

Metd tnv kataotpo®n tng AUttou to 220 n.X., and KpNTikéG NOAELG und Tnv
Kvwoo kat tnh Féptuva, n Antepa, kabwg kat AAAeG ndAeLG noAtopkolvtal ané
tnv MoAuppnvia kat toug Aannaioug enikoupoUpevol and tov ®iAnno E*
kat toug Axatous. Avaykddetal va ocuppaxnoel padi toug evavtia otov G€ova
Kvwoou-Féptuvag.

Tov 20 aiva n.X., n Antepa napd v akpn tng Kudwviag nou npwraywviotei otn
dutikn Kpntn, aokel duvapikn eEwTepikn NOAITIKNA vioxUovVTag TIG SIaKPATIKES
MOALTIKEG ENAPEG Kal TIG E0OWTEPIKEG TNG OUPHAXIES, Onwg Slaniotwvetal and
noAudpiBpeg entypaég, npofevikés, acuAiag, ouvBnkeg ouppaxiag, aAAd kat
emtupBieg. To 183 n.X. to dvopd tng nepidapPdvetal otov KatdAoyo twv 31
néAewv nou cuvAyav cuvBnkn pe tov Eupévn B tng MNepydpou.

MoAA£g entypagég, onpepa xapéveg, BpéBnkav to 1862 kal 1864 otov Aeydpevo
«TOIX0 TWV ENYPAPWV» O€ KEVIPIKS onpeio Tou apxaiou oikiopou. Ta keipeva Toug
dlagpwrtidouv yia tig oxéoelg tng Antépag pe ta peyaia eAAnviotika Baoidela
Twv AttaAdwy, twv BiBuvay, twv MroAspaiwy, aAAd kat duvapewv 6nwg ot
Pwpaiol, ot Axatof kat ot ArtwAol. Ot npeoPeieg tng, dnwg paptupoulv ol npofe-
VIKEG entypagég, anAwvovtal oe NoAAEG ndAelg tng Mikpdg Aaiag, oe noAAoug
Ténoug tng Kuplwg EAAGSAG, NNEpWTIKAG Kal VNOIWTIKAG Kal o€ AAAEG ndAeLg
g Kpntng.

H Antepa, diaxpovikd eixe otevég ox€oelg e Tn yertovikn tng Kudwvia, 6nwg
(avepwvel pla ouvlnkn cuppaxiag twv 6Uo néAewy, and tnv onoia épwg dev
owdovtal ol eni pépoug bpoL.

Enypa@ikég paptupieg Twv apxwv tou 20u aiwva n.X., enBeRalivouy oxEoelg
HE TN pakpivn lepdnutva kat tnv EAeUBepva.

To 67 n.X. n néAn, é6nwg kat n unéAotnn Kpntn, unokUntel, 0TNV KATAKTNON
Twv Pwpaiwv. H npaypatikn véa akun enavépxetal tov 1o kat 20 alwva p.Xx.,
pe peyaAa dnpdota kat 161wTIKA épya nou kataotpépovtal and ta oelopikd
@awvépeva tou 4ou Kat 7ou atwva p.X.

YuvBnkn ouppaxiag Kudwviag kat Antépag,
téAog 30u-apxn 20u at n.X.

Coalition treaty between Kydonia and Aptera,
late 3rd - early 2nd c. BC

. KONAMO SANENIAAMOPT
SONAEAMTAPAITAS 1
e \‘-__',—:____ LA
s SO
|E] ¥ M M [A X I Al
2 | oo i oot Dearno: Kousbeoveteron ool Az ompeeion mioe pokioey cod oupgse.
erv]
v Dplor sopmmcy End Sopuogrp{ev? éx v Kabewvlen oo |
Al SIS | v &t “Anrdgon Taa[]p? [-—---]
A

06

Mpo&eviké whnolopa Antépag, 206 at. n.X.

Proxeny decree of Aptera, 2nd c. BC

Historical outline

Pausanias mentions that in the Second Messenian War (668 BC), archers
from various cities of Crete, including Aptera, fought on the Lakedaimonians’
side against the Messenians.

In 273 BC, Oryssos from Aptera killed Ptolemy, son of Pyrrus, king of
Epirus, together with other mercenary archers, fighting again on the
Lakedaemonians’ side.

During the Chremonideian war (266/5-263/2 BC),the Apterans sided
with the Lakedaemonians and the army of Ptolemy II.

After Lyttos was destroyed in 220 BC (Polyvius D, 55.4) by Cretan cities
led by Knossos and Gortyna, Aptera and other cities were besieged by
Polyrrhenia and the Lappaians assisted by Phillip V and the Achaeans.
The city was forced to coalesce with the latter against the Knossos-
Gortyna coalition.

In the following 2nd century BC, despite Kydonia’s rising and playing
a leading role in West Crete, Aptera still exercised a dynamic foreign
policy by enhancing inter-state political contacts and internal coalitions,
as attested by numerous inscriptions of various kinds, proxeny, asylia,
coalition treaties, as well as burial inscriptions. In 183 BC, its name is
included in the catalogue of 31 cities that signed a treaty with Eumenes
Il of Pergamon.

Many inscriptions, nowadays lost, were found in 1862 and 1864 in the
so-called “wall of inscriptions” in a central part of the ancient settlement.
Their texts throw light upon the relationships of Aptera with the great
Hellenistic kingdoms of the Attalids, the Bithynians, the Ptolemaids, as
well as with forces such as the Romans, the Achaeans and the Aitoleans.
As attested by proxeny inscriptions, its embassies expanded to many
cities of Asia Minor and places of the Greek mainland and the islands
and of course to other cities of Crete too.

Aptera diachronically had close relationships with neighbouring Kydonia,
as attested by a coalition treaty between the two cities, whose constituent
terms however do not survive.

Inscriptional evidence dating to the early 2nd century BC has confirmed
the city’s relationships with distant lerapytna and Eleutherna.

In 67 AD the city succumbs to the Roman conquest, along with the rest
of the Crete. Prosperity truly returned in the 1st and 2nd centuries AD in
the form of public and private works that were destroyed by the seismic
events of the 4th and 7th centuries AD.



ApxaloAoyikn épguva ToU XWPOoU

O1 npwteg avaokaPég otnv neploxn £ylvav to 1862 kat 1864 and tn MaAAwkn ApxatoAoyikn IXoAn,
Katd tg onoieg NPOE 0TO PWG 0 AEYOPEVOS «TOIXOG TWV ENYPAPWV», EUPEYEBNG SOPN PE TIUNTIKES Kal
NPo&eVIKEG EMYPAPES TOU 30U Kal 20U alwva n.X.

To 1942 o1 yeppavikég SUVAPELG Katoxng, avéokayav tov HIKpo dixwpo vad, evew to 1958 Eekivolv
avaokageg and tnv ApxaloAoyiki Ynnpeoia pe owotiké xapaktnpa kupiwg. And ta étn 1985 - 1987
EexivoUv OUOTNPATIKEG EPEUVEG OTOV KEVIPIKO NUpnva g NOANG kat ouvexidovral €wg onyepa.

H épeuva, npootacia kat avadel§n tou xwpou evioxubnke 1diaitepa and ta Mepipepelakd Eupwnaikd
Mpoypdppata. Metagl 1999 - 2000 n tonikn Eopeia Apxatothtwy (npwnv KE” EMNKA) npaypatonolei
EKTETAPEVEG 0TNPIEEIG Kal owoTikéG NapepPAoelg atnv Toxonotia twv de€apeviv Kat Twv Aoutpwv. Me-
ta&y 2003 - 2006, avadeixBnke n dutikn oxUpwon, To 2010 - 2012 n kUpla NUAN €l0ddou otnv NéAN,
evw v nepiodo 2008 - 2015 avaoka@Bnke kat anokatactdBnke to apxaio Beatpo.

Metagl 2019-2021 n E@opeia Apxatotitwyv Xaviwy, uAonoinoe oto nAaioto tou Enixelpnolakol
Mpoypdppatog «Kpntn» g Mepipépelag Kpnng, tv eykekpipévn PEAETN «AvAdeiEn tou apxaloAoyikou
xwpou Antépag. A’ gpdon» nou eixe wg avtikeipevo t BeAtiwon tng npoofacipdtntag otov ENOKEWIHO
apxatoAoytkd xwpo, thv avaBdbpion twv dladpopwv nepiynong kat yevikd tov e§wpaiopd tou.

O1 avaoka@ég ouvexidovtal otnv aotikn pwpdikn olkia Kat atov Aeyépevo vad tou Alovioou Pe Etﬁmac

xpnpatodotnoelg g MNepipépelag Kpntng.

0 xWpog TG apxaiag

Kal TNG pwHAIKNG ayopag
The area of the Ancient
and Roman Agora

The site’s archaeological investigation

Excavations were first carried out in the area in 1862 and 1864 by the French Archaeological School
and brought to light the so-called “wall of inscriptions”, a sizeable structure with honorary and proxeny
inscriptions of the 3rd and 2nd century BC.

In 1942, German occupation forces excavated the small two-room temple, while in 1958 the
Archaeological Service took up excavations of mainly rescue nature. Systematic research in the city’s
central core started in 1985-1987 and carried on until today.

The investigation, protection and promotion of the site have been greatly supported by Regional
European Programs. In 1999-2000, the local Ephorate of Antiquities (the former 25th Ephorate of
Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities) conducted extended supporting and rescue works on the masonry
of cisterns and baths. The western fortification was enhanced in 2003-2006, and so was the city’s main
entrance gate in 2010-2012, while the ancient theatre was excavated and restored in 2008-2015.

In between 2019-2021, the Ephorate of Antiquities of Chania executed the approved study on the
“Enhancement of the archaeological site of Aptera. Phase A’, in the context of the Operational

Program “Crete” of the Region of Crete. The study focused on improving the visitors’ access to the

*._b archaeological site, on upgrading the visitor trails and in general on the site’s improvement.

Excavations still carry on today in the urban Roman house and in the SO- called temple of Dlonysus W|th
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View of

_the archaeological site

Opyavwon tng néAng
Me Bdon apxalodoyikd bedopéva kat enypaikég paptupieg n facikn noAeodépnon tng ndéANg eixe 0AokAnpwBei
OTOUG NMPWIHOUG EAANVIOTIKOUG XpOVoUG, eV oL NpwTol vaoi eixav nén aveyepBel and tnv nponyoupevn @don.
Qotdoo, pe Bdon vedtepa avaokapikd dedopéva and ta vekpotageia tng Antépag enBePalcdvetal 6t n Katoiknon
oto «[MaAdkaotpo» Eekivd katd tn Agydpevn unopivwikn nepiodo Kal ToUG NPWITOYEWHETPIKOUG XpOVOUG
(110g-100¢ aiwvag n.X.).
Ta euphpata Twv apxdikwv xpdvwy, Npog To napdv neplopidovial KUpiwg o€ Kepapikn KaAng notdtntag kabwg
Sdnpdota kthpla g neptédou autng dev éxouv akdpa evtonioTel.
EmnAéov, onpavtikd otoixeia yia tnv opyavwaon tng NOANG NapéXeL N YEWYPAPIKNA KATAVOUN TWV TPLWV VEKPO-
Tageiwv TG, opatwv onpepa €€w kat o€ andotacn and tov apxaio OIKIoHO, OTIG NAPUPESG TOU MEPITEIXIOPEVOU
Adpou. And autnv dlaniotwvetal 6t tautdxpova pe tnv {dpuon tou olkiopoU deapelovial Xwpol yia Ty KaAuyn
TWV TAPIKWOV avVAyKWOV TWV KAToikwv Tou, ol onoiol adlidAeinta £wg tnv OYIpn apxatdtnta diatnpolv autdv tov
xapaktinpa. To kUplo vekpotagelo xwpobeteital ota dutikd, 6nou uninpxe opaAn npdéofacn kat n kUpLa NUAN
€10660u otnv nNéANn. AAAol tagikoi xwpol, Bpiokovtal £€€w and tn votioavatoAlkn (0066 tng, oe andkpnpvo,
Bpaxwdeg nepiBdArov kat ota Bépela, oe dUoPatn neploxn, Xxwpig OpwWG va éxouv epeuvnBel apxatoAoyikd.
Ytoug Bulavtivoug xpévoug, ta dedopéva petaBdArovial, kabwg tapég evronidovial kat péoa otov apxaio olKIoHO.
H UnaiBpog xwpa tng Antépag, N yvwotn and g nnyég, antepaia xwpa, ekteivetal oe peydAo pépog twv
eUpopwv ektdoewv nou nepIBAAAouV Tov KevTpikd olkiopd vétia, avatoAikd kal Bépela. e Molkideg avaokapég
éxouv Bpebel olkiotikég eykataotdoelg otnv Kuavin Akti KaAuBwy, otig Bploeg, atov LtiAo Anokopwvou Kal
oto KaAdpt. Evéexopévwg, npopunBeuav tov KEVIPLKO OIKIoUS pE Ta anapaitnta npoiévia kat epnopelpata
oupBdAdovtag otaBepd otn BlwotudtnTd tou.

Opalopa nibou apxaikwv Xxpodvwv
Pithos fragment of Archaic times

The city layout

As indicated by archaeological evidence and inscriptional records, the city’s
basic urban structure was completed in Early Hellenistic times, while the
first temples had already been erected since the previous phase.

However, recent archaeological evidence from the city’s west cemetery,
confirmed that the hill “Paliokastro” and the area around it started being inhabited
at some time during the so-called Subminoan and the Protogeometric period
(11th and 10th century BC).

Archaic finds are for now limited to good-quality pottery, since public buildings
of this period have not yet been found.

Moreover, significant evidence on Aptera’s diachronic organization is drawn
out of the geographical distribution of the three cemeteries that are today
visible in a distance outside of the ancient settlement, on the slopes of the
fortified hill. This confirms that when the settlement was founded, certain
areas were reserved to cover the inhabitants’ burial needs and carried on
doing so uninterruptedly until late antiquity. The main cemetery is situated
to the west, where access was easy and the city’s main entrance gate was
located. Other burial spaces lying outside the city’s southeastern gate, in a
steep, rocky area, and in another area difficult to reach to the north, have
not been archaeologically investigated.

In Byzantine times, however, the situation changes, with burials being located
inside the ancient settlement too.

The land of Aptera, known in written sources as apteraia chora, covers a large
part of the fertile territory surrounding the central settlement to the south,
east and north. Various excavations have produced domestic establishments
in the periphery of “Paliokastro” attesting to the rise of settlements already
since the Early Iron Age at the sites of Kyani Akti of Kalyves, Viyses, Stylo
Apokoronou and Kalami. They possibly supplied the central settlement with all
necessary products and trade goods, thus steadily helping it to be sustainable.

Opalopa
peAavépopgou ayyeiou,
60¢ at. n.X.
Black-figured

vase fragment,
6th c. BC
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The two-room sanctuary,
late 5th - early 4th c. BC

EpuBpdpoppn neAikn, 50¢ at. n.X.

Red-figured pelike, 5th c. BC

dAaoki, té)\éc 8ou at. n.X.
Flasc, late 8th c. BC

Anoyn tou énpdatou ktnpiou (otod)
View of the public building (stoa)

The ancient agora

The urban and political centre of Aptera, i.e. the city’s ancient agora is located
in the area lying around the reception area for today’s visitors and further to
the east, while its limits cannot be precisely defined. A systematic excavation
undertaken here in 1987, near the two-part sanctuary, produced the earliest
cult evidence dating to the late 8th - early 7th century BC. While certain
researchers testified that this area hosted the prytaneion, one of the basic
administrative buildings of each city, as well as a circular building (tholos)
and another building with columns, this has not yet been confirmed through
excavation.

Today’s picture of Aptera’s ancient agora is distorted by the area’s diachronic
use until into late antiquity, by the strong earthquakes in the 4th and 7th
century AD and by the construction in between the 16th and the 19th century
of a building complex including a church and an internal court out of building
material coming from ancient public buildings. This was used as the glebe of
the Patmos Monastery until the decade of 1960s.

The double-parted sanctuary was built in Classical times (late 5th — early 4th
century BQ). It is a small building (measuring 6,32 x 3,96m in dimensions) built
of rectangular stone blocks of local limestone. It was investigated in 1942 by
the German occupation forces, and produced a small quantity of pottery and
upper-structure pieces, while it was used as burial ground in Byzantine times.
The sanctuary is defined to the east by an enclosure wall and a stone-paved
road heading towards the theatre, which were brought to light together with
a simple, small altar during a systematic investigation in 1994.

Due to its architectural form, the building was connected to Aptera’s guardian
gods, Artemis and Apollo, whose significant status has been confirmed by
various later finds.

Artemis is depicted on certain types of the city’s coins, while her sanctuary is
referred to in an asylia treaty of 2nd century BC with the city of Teos in Asia
Minor. In addition, an inscription of the 3rd-2nd century BC refers to games
conducted during a certain month called Diktynnaios, possibly pointing to an
earlier cult of Diktynna, which was at some stage related to that of Artemis
in Crete.

The city’s Hellenistic coins also depict Apollo, thus strongly pointing to a cult
dedicated to the goddess’s brother, for which however no excavation or
other kind of evidence dating to this period is available. Aptera’s foundation
myths, however, such as those referring to Delphi’s Pteras and the victory of
the Muses protected by Apollo, point to a common cult of the two siblings
practiced in the city at some phase.




AvatoAikd tou AtBdotpwtou Spdpou Slatnpeital otuAoBdatng peydAou,
dnupdotou ktnpiou otn popen otodg pe eNAAANAEG OIKOSOHIKEG PATELG.
H épeuvd tou dev éxel oAokAnpwBei, aAAd paptupieg naAaidtepwy nepinyntwv
ava@épouv 6Tl otnv neploxn auth Pplokdtav o AeyOpEVOG «TOIX0G TwV
ENypawv» He ta npogevika wnoeiopata tg BouAng kat tng EkkAnaoiag
Tou dnpou tng Antépag (téAog 30u éwg To péoov Tou 20U atwva n.X.), 0 onoiog
Kataotpagnke Npog tg teAeutaieg dekaetieg tou 190u awwva. Ta Yyneiopata
avapépouy, petalt dAAwy, Tov oplopd npo&évwy h tnv anédoon TPV Kal
npovopiwv otov Attado A’ Lwtipa, BaciAid tng Mepydpou (241-197 n.X),
tov Mpouocia B’ tov Kuvnyd, BaoiAid tng BibBuviag (180-149 n.X.) kabwg
Kat o€ noAAoUg onpavtikoUg EAAnveg kal Pwpaioug noAfteg.

To &npdoto Kthplo (otod) iowg anoteAei pépog tou Aapnpou Tepévoug tng
AptepNG, TWV EAANVIOTIKWOV XpOVWV KaBwG oL Npo&eVikEG ENypaPEG pLag
apxaiag ndéAng ouvnBwg Atav «avaptnPEVEG» OTo KPNMIGWHA Tou KUPLou vaoU TG,
0 vadg nou anodidetat otov Atbvuoo e€artiag g yertviaong tou pe to Béatpo,
éxel ev PEpeL anokaAuPBel kal n €peuvd tou elvat oe e€EAIEN. Oplopéva vewtepa
avaoka@ikd dedopéva SnAdivouv Tnv Napouasia Tou otnv NePLOXn AUt NPV
TNV avolkodopnon tou Bedtpou (a’ piod tou 3ou at n.X.).

Kovtd otnv avatoAikn €icobo tng ndAng €xel avaokapel pikpdg vadg nou
ané ta eupnpata anodidetal otn Aatpeia tng Anpntpag kat tng Mepoe@dvng
katd tov 1o awdva n.X.

Mia apxaia entypagn diatnpel tv enikAnon EilelBuia nou ouvdéetal pe tnv
npootdtida twv toketwv EiAeiBula, Aatpeia noAU diadedbopévn atnv Kphtn
Kal dpeoa oxeuddpevn pe tv Aptepn kat Tov AndAAwva.

Mikpdg Bwpiokog pépel avabnpatikn entypagn otn Bed Eotia.

Ané voptopatikolg tinoug, eniong, yvwpidoupe yia tnv Aatpeia g Hpag,
Tou Eppn, tng ABnvdg kat tou Aldg, evad yia toug dUo teAeutaioug Slabé-
TOUPE NAEOV Kal ENYPAPIKEG HapTUPIEG.

To yAunté tou AokAnnioU oto EBvikd ApxaloAoyiké Mouaoeio kal to yAuntd
g Yyeiag oto ApxatoAoyikd Mouoeio Xaviwv paptupolv tnv avtiotoixn
Aatpeia otoug pwpaikolg xpévoug TouAdxioTtov.

Tagika eupnpata napéxouv evoei€elg yia Aatpeia tng 1o160G oToug NPWIHOUG
pwpdikoUg xpdvoug, eV Ta KTeplopata Tou olkoyevelakoU Tagikou pvn-
peiou 1l odnyolv oto ocupnépacpa 6Tt ToUAAxIoTov pia opdda NoAtdv htav
punpévn otnv Aatpeia tg KuBéAng.

AyaApa Yyeiag,
306 at. p.X.

Statue of Hygeia,
3rd c. AD

MAAvog avBokdAukag
pe npotopn‘lowdag,
a’ pod Tou at. p.X.

Clay flower calyx featuring Isis’ bust,
first half of the 1st c. AD

A stylobate of a large, public, building (stoa) (3rd-2nd century BC)
: featuring various succeeding building phases survives to the east
of the stone-paved road. Its investigation has not been completed,
but according to reports by past travelers, this area hosted the
so-called “wall of inscriptions”, which was destroyed towards

the last decades of the 19th century. Proxeny decrees voted
= by Aptera’s Boule and Ekklesia of demos (late 3rd to mid-
i 2nd century BC), naming proxenoi or ascribing honours and
privileges to citizens of other cities, had been built into the wall.
Attalus | Soter, king of Pergamon (241-197 BC), Proussias Il
the Hunter, king of Bithynia (180-149 BC), and many other
significant Greek and Roman citizens stand out among all
these names.

¥

A

The public building (stoa) might have belonged to Artemis’ glorious
,']'-._ temenos of Hellenistic times, since proxeny inscriptions were usually
put up on the crepis (foundation) of an ancient city’s main temple.

A temple ascribed to Dionysus due to its location near the theatre

e S Mappdpivog
has been partly revealed, while its investigation is in progress. eventypagog Bwpiokog,
Certain recent excavation data reveal that it was present here 20¢ at. n.X.

in this area before the theatre was built (1st half of the 3rd
century BC).

A small temple ascribed on the basis of finds to the cult
of Demeter and Persephone in the 1st century BC has been
excavated near the eastern entrance to the city.

An ancient inscription preserves the name ‘Eileithyia’, which is
related to birth-giving’s guardian goddess called ‘Eileithyia’,
whose cult was widespread in Crete and was directly related
to Artemis and Apollo. A small altar bears a votive inscription
dedicated to the goddess Hestia.

. There are also numismatic types informing us of the cult
- of Hera, Hermes, Athena and Zeus, while inscriptional
records are now also available for the last two deities.

Marble inscribed
miniature altar,
2nd c. BC

MAAwvog avayAupog nivakag
pe npiyupvn Agpoditn,

a’ pod 1ou at p.X.

Clay relief plaque featuring
half-naked Aphrodite,
first half

of the 1st c. AD

Asclepius’ statue in the National Archaeological
Museum and Hygeia’s statue in Chania’s /_
Archaeological Museum testify to the practice g
of respective cults in Roman times at least.

Burial finds provide evidence for the cult of Isis
in Early Roman times, while the offerings from
the family burial monument Il have led to the
conclusion that at least one group of citizens was
introduced to the cult of Cybele.

AyaApa Atovioou,

NPWIHWV AUTOKPATOPIKWV XpOVWwV
Statue of Dionysus

of early Imperial times




To B¢atpo
To B¢atpo tng Antépag Bpioketal kovtd atn NA gicodo tng ndAng oe PUOIKA KolAdTNTa Tou e6APOUG Kal elval oTpappévo npog to voto
pe B€a ta Aeukd Opn.

Ytnv kataokeun tou Bedtpou avayvwpidovtal Tpelg olkodopikéG paoels. H apxatdtepn npoadiopidetal otoug eAANVIOTIKOUG Xpdvoug
(306 aiwvag n.X.). Ané tn pdon autn dlakpivovtal 1oxupdg Toixog ota vétia TNG OKNVAG, TO HEYAAUTEPO TUNHA TWV TOXWV Twv Napédwy,
0 NEPIPETPIKOG avaAnppatikdg Toixog tou kotAou kal n unéfacn yia tnv tonoBetnon twv edwAiwv.

‘OAa ta péAn tou Bedtpou eival kataokeuaopéva and tonikd anoAlbwpatopdépo aofeotdAibo.

Katd tn pwpaikn neplodo 1o Beatpikd oikodOpUNpa unéotn pIdikn PETAOKEUN NPOKELPEVOU va NPOoapHOooTel oTig véeg avaykeg Béaong.
Ytnv A’ petaokeun tou (B pod tou Tou al p.X.) To KolAo anéktnoe tnv TEAIKA TOU Hop@n, N oKNVA avtikataotddnke kat to 6anedo tng
opxnotpag katafiBaotnke. H Tpitn kataokeuaoTikn gdon (B pwpdikn) agopd o€ HETAOKEUEG KUPIWG OTO KTAPLO TNG OKNVAG.

Ta kUpla pépn tou Bedtpou, ta onoia eival onpepa opatd, To KoiAo, N 0pxNoTpa Kat n okNvi, xpovoAoyouvtal otn Pwpdikn enoxn.
210 kévtpo ¢ opxnotpag (S1dy. 5,45 p.) anokaAu@bnke n AiBivn BepeAiwon tng BupéAng.

O1 napodol, péow twv onoiwv eloépxovtav kal e€€pxovtav ato Béatpo nBonoloi, xopdg kal Beatég oteydotnkav pe té6€a katd toug
pwHaikoUg xpovoug.

H teAikn kataotpopn tou Bedtpou opeidetal otov olopd tou 365 p.X.

Evtunwotakn yia th diatipnon kat yia to pnkog tg (ouvoAikd 55¢.), eival n apxaia AiB6oTpwtn 066¢ TV EAANVIOTIKWV XpOVwY nou
akoAouBel Tnv avatoAikn nAgupd tou Bedtpou Kal paivetal nwg egunnpetodoe Kat dAAa dnpdola ktnpla tng NéAng Kovtd oto Béatpo,
peta&l twv onoiwv Kat lepd.

Anoyn tou Béatpou ané NA
View of the theatre from SW

The theatre

The city’s theatre was built near the city’s SE gate in a natural ground cavity facing
south to the White Mountains. Three main building phases can be distinguished
in the construction of the theater. Its earlier phase is dated to the Hellenistic
period (3rd century BC). Remains surviving from this phase are the wall south
of the scene, most part of the retaining walls of the passageways (parodoi),
the peripheral retaining wall of the cavea (koilon) and the bedding of the seats.

All of the theatre’s architectural members were built of the local fossiliferous limestone.

During the Roman period a radical modification of the theatre was undertaken,
aiming at adjusting the monument to the changing performing practices in that era.

In the first modification phase (second half of the 1st c. AD) the cavea was shaped
into its final form, the stage building (skene) was replaced and the floor of the
orchestra was lowered. The third building phase (2nd Roman phase) concerns
alterations undertaken mainly in the stage building.

The main parts of the theatre, which are visible nowadays, the koilon, the orchestra
and the skene, are dated back to the Roman period. In the centre of the orchestra
(measured 5,45m in diameter), the stone base of the thymele (altar) was discovered.

The parodoi, which were used by the actors, chorus and spectators to exit the
theatre, were crowned by arches during the Roman period.

The theatre’s final destruction was caused by the earthquake of 365 AD.

Standing out in terms of preservation and length (55m in total), a cobblestone
street, dating back to the Hellenistic period, runs along the east side of the
theatre. The excavation data suggest that it was used to provide access to the

Kepayki SHEEREEEE theatre and other public buildings of the city close to it, the shrines included.

Kal pWHAIKWV XpOVwy
and tnv avaockaen
Tou Bedtpou

Pottery of Hellenistic
and Roman times
from the theatre’s
excavation

Apxaiog 6pdpog ota avatoAikd tou Bedtpou
Ancient road to the east of the theatre
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The rectilinear theatre

A rectilinear stepped building, measuring 50m in total length
and facing north, was discovered on the rear side of the theatre.
The construction of this monument in this particular area, leads
us to think that it functioned as some kind of retaining wall built
for the epitheatron, (upper tier of seats) in order to prevent it from
collapsing because of its static issues in the west part.

The rectilinear theatre’s construction took place soon after the
construction of the Hellenistic theatre (1st half of the 3rd century BQ).
Four rows of seats and the foundation of two more are today
visible, while it is estimated that there were eleven to thirteen
rows in total. The rows are interrupted by four narrow staircases at
regular intervals. The monument’s plan shows that the spectators’
area was destined to host around six to seven hundred and twenty
seated spectators. Special seats for outstanding members of the
local community would have existed in the centre.

The theatre’s totally rectilinear plan classifies it among other
special monuments, which used to serve some special activity
in the city, differing in character from activities taking place in
the horseshoe-shaped theatre or in the stadium. Most known
monuments of this kind are related to activities taking place in
sanctuaries of usually chthonic nature —“cultic theatres”- while a
few are related to civic functions.

The monument’s location in the theatre’s vicinity shows that in
certain cases (official cult of deities, celebrations, festivals with
events including youth dances and running) the choroi- singing
and dancing - took place in the circular theatre, while athletic
events took place in the rectilinear theatre.



Ktﬁplo B (unoBetikn avanapdotaon, Nikog Xat{ndAkng, apxitéktovag pnxavikag)

Buiding B (hypothetical reconstruction by the achitect-engineer Nikos Chatzidakis)

H pwpaikn ayopa

Yta Bépela Kal avatoAlkd Tou HovaotnplakoU HETOXIOU MOIKIAEG UNOSOLEG
Kal ktnpta dnpdaolou xapaktnpa nou diatnpoulvtal oe peydAo Uyog,
xpovoAoyouUvtal and tov To aiwva p.X. kat €€A¢ kat onpatodotouv nibavag
TNV avantugn og autiv Ty NePLOXi TNG ayopds TwV PWHATKWY XPOVWV.
Yta avatoAikd 6pla tou neplppaypévou xwpou dlatnpeital oe peydAo
UPog o dutikég Tpikoyxog toixog Ktnpiou nou dev anokAgietal va ntav
dnpdolo kabuwg éxet yivel n undBeon nwg npdkettal yia to BouAeuthpio
NG pwHAiknG Antépag, av kat avavtippntn andde&n yu' authn tnv tau-
Ton, kanota entypa®n yia napadeiypa, dev éxel Bpebel. ZTig KOYXEG TOU
dutikoU toixou Ba ntav tonoBetnpéva aydApata. AvaokapIkéG TOPES
0TO £0WTEPLKS TOU KTiopatog anokaAuyav 6t autd éxel BepeAtwBel
navw o€ KTNplo naiatétepng eaong.

Yto andtopo npavég avatoAlkd tng peydAng de€apeving oxnpatog I
ol npéogatol kabapiopoi Tng BAGoTNONG yia TNV KATaokeun dladpopng
nepynong, odnynoav otnv anokdAuyn véwv apXaloAoyIKWV KataAoinwy
MoAU oNPAvTIKWV yia Ty totopia kat tonoypagia g néAng. AnokaAUuponke
AB6oTpwTog SpdpOG EAANVICTIKWV XpOVwV pe kateUBuvon npog Boppd
KAAUPPEVOG €V PEPEL and PETAYEVEDTEPO OUYKPOTNHA KTNPIwV.

To kthpto B sival vadoxnpo kat xpovoAoyeital and tov To aidva p.X.
Enypagn oto enotUAld tou, pavepwvel 0Tl ATAV APLEPWHEVO aTnV
autokpatoplki Aatpeia (Xefaoteio).

KAlpaka npéoPaong
avatoAlka

Tou ktnpiou A Kat
KTLoToG aywyog

! The staircase
accessing the east
| of Building A

. and a built drain

Mpootwo ktnpiou B kat petayevéotepog Toixog.
The prostoon (porch) of Building B and a later wall

«To KtApto B’ éxet nAdrog 7,15p. kat anoteAeitat and 500 xWpoug:
TOV VOTIO - KAEIOTO XWpo Kal To npootwo ota Bdpeia. O vitiog
XWpog bev éxel anokaAupOBei ekté¢ and pIKpS tuApa tou
kabw¢ kaAuntetat and TG PEYAAEG ENIXWOELG TOU Npavous.
Yuvdéetal e To NPootwo péow evog entpeAnpévou Bupw-
patog, and to onoio diatnprBbnke otn Béon tou to peydAo
KatweAt kat ot Bdoeig twv napactddwv pe kupdua. To npo-
0TWo eival otpwpévo pe peydAeg opBoywvieg nAdkeg kai
éxel pnkog ~4p. H kUpta éyn tou ktnpiou Atav n Bopela,
n onoia diapoppwvdtav pe dUo eAclBepoug kioveg kal 6Uo,
mbavdtata npikioveg ota dkpa, oti§ anoAnel§ Twv Hakpwv
toixwv. Ot kioveg Atav apdBéwrtol, pe 1wvikh Bdon kar dwplké
Klovékpavo, Atav 6nAadn TookavikoU puBuou, napdpolol
HE TOUG avtioTolxoug NG pwpdikng oikiag pe tnv nepiotuin
auAn. Ot kioveg edpdlovtav oe AiBivo atuAoBdtn kai o€ Kpn-
nida anoteAolpevn and tpeig avaBabuous. Eixav tyog 3,80 -
3,90p. kat otAptlav tpia eveniypapa eniotuAia kat dwpikn
Jwpdpo pe tpiyAupa kat peténes. WnAdtepa, diapoppwvétav
10 aétwya, and to yeioo tou onoiou SiatnpABnkav apketd péAn.
Apxitektovikd péAn Ttng npdooyng tou KInpiou evtoixiotnkav
O€ petayevéatepo Ttoixo, o onoiog pe kateUBuvon Ao&n npog
T0 KTAplo tépvel tn Popelodutikh Tou ywvia. To vadoxnuo
KtAplo B ebpdletal oe npoyevéotepo AilBéotpwto Spdpo,
ot nAdkeg tou onoiou eival opatég otn BA tou ywvia kat ota
butikd tou.»

Keiuevo Nikou Xat{nbdkn

MAAva ayyeia, ntuxwoelg and pappdpvo avdplavia
Kat nhAveg opnveg and tnv avaockapn tou ktnpiou B

Clay vases, marble statue folds
and clay wedges found during excavation in Building B
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The Roman agora

Various substructures and buildings of public character surviving
at a great height to the north and east of the monasterial glebe
are dated from the 1st century AD onwards, and possibly mark
the construction of the Roman agora in this area.

The west, three-niched wall of a possibly public building survives
at a great height at the east edge of the fenced area. This building
has been assumed to be the bouleuterion (council house) of
Roman Aptera, although no unquestionable proof, as for example
an inscription pointing to this identification has been found. Statues
would have been placed in the niches of the west wall. Excavation
trenches dug inside the building revealed that it was founded
upon another building of an earlier phase.

Recent cleaning works on the steep slope to the east of the large
L-shaped cistern undertaken for the construction of the visitors’
trail, led to the discovery of new archaeological remains of great
significance for the city’s history and topography. A stone-paved
street of Hellenistic times heading to the north was revealed.
It was partly covered by a later complex of buildings.

Building B is temple-shaped and dates to the 1st century AD.
Part of an inscribed architrave of building B has revealed that it
was dedicated to the imperial cult (Sevasteion).

«Building B measures 7,15m in width and consists of two rooms:
the south- closed room and the prostoon (porch) to the north. Only a
small part of the south room has been revealed, as the rest is buried
under deep slope deposits. It is connected with the porch through
a sophisticated door. The door’s large threshold and side-wall bases
adorned with mouldings are the parts that have survived today. The
porch is paved with large rectangular plaques and measures ~4m in
length. The building’s facade was on the northern side, furnished with
two free-standing columns and most probably two semi-columns
at the edges, at the end of the long walls. The columns were unfluted,
with lonic bases and Doric capitals, thus being of Tuscan order,
similar to the respective ones of the Roman house with the peristyle
courtyard. The columns stood on a stone stylobate (colonnade base)
and a crepis (long foundation) consisting of three steps. They measured
3.80-3.90 in height and supported three inscribed architraves and
a Doric frieze with triglyphs and metopes. The pedestal, several cornice
members of which have survived today, was further high up. Various
architectural members of the building’s facade were rebuilt in a later
wall running obliquely to the building and cutting its northwest corner.
Temple-shaped building B seats upon a former stone-paved street,
the plaques of which are visible at its NW corner and to the west.»

Text by Nikos Chatzidakis




H kataotpogn tou ktnpiou B ogeiAetal oto oelopikd yeyovdg
Tou 365 p.X. nou npokdAeoe peYAAEG KATAOTPOPEG OTIG MOAELG
g dutikng Kpnng.

Bopeiwg tou ktnpiou B, kaBapiotnke and tn BAdotnon, xwpig
va epeuvnBei avaokagikd, To E0WTEPIKG KTiopatog, Kthpio A,
nou ntav ané naAld opatd kat opotalel pe de€apevi. n NA
Tou ywvia diantotwBnke n tnap&n texvntol udatoplypatog,
otépva peydAou BaBoug. EEwtepikd tou ktnpiou A kal o€ ena-
®n pe auto Bpédnke enpnkng, opBoywvIog XWpog-61adpopog pe
Tpelg €10660ug kal AilBdatpwto 6dnedo pe udpauAikd koviapa.
H npdéoBaon and ta Bépela yiveral péow Aibvwv avaBabuv
Kataokeuaopévwy and kalodouAepévoug opBoywvioug AiBoug.
Evbexopévwg, o d1éddpopiog autds npootéBnke o€ Petayeveéotepn
@don yia tnv eEunnpétnon g £10060U 0TO E0WTEPIKG TG He€a-
pevng (ktnpto A) aAAd kat yia tnv kaAuyn tou peydAou Ktiotou
aywyou nou Bpioketal and kdtw kat ntav mbavwg PEPOG KevTpL-
KoU SiKtUou UdpeuonG Kal anoxETEUoNg otnv mepLloxi autn. Méoa
ané tov aywyd avacUpbnkav dgBova Bpalopata ap@opéwv
UOTEPOPWHATKWOV XpOvwy, Hetal autwy Kal tou tunou LR2 (506
- 706 alvag p.X.), okeUog Kupiwg yla petapopd Aadiou, kabwg
Kal Bpalopata pappapvwy eveniypa@wy NAQK®Y, N HEAAOVTIKN
HEAETN TOU NEPLEXOPEVOU TWV oMnoiwv avapévetal va pifel puwg
OE AUTA TN PEXPL ONPEPA OXETIKA dyvwotn pdon Tng nOANG.

Building B was destroyed due to the seismic event of 365 AD
that caused great destructions to the cities of West Crete.

The interior of another building, building A, that had been visible
for ages and looked like a cistern to the north of Building B was
also now cleaned from vegetation, without being excavated. An
artificial water-tank of great depth was found to exist in its
SW corner. An oblong, rectangular space — a corridor with three
entrances and stone-paved floor covered with hydraulic stucco
was discovered outside and right next to building A. The short
sides’ entrances were furnished with thresholds bearing clear
traces of use and with side walls (antae). The north side was
accessed through a staircase built of well-worked rectangular
stone blocks. This corridor was possibly added at a later phase
in order to serve the entrance to the cistern’s interior (building A)
and to cover the large built drain lying underneath, which was
possibly part of a central water supply and drainage network
in this area. A large number of Late Roman amphora sherds
were drawn out of the drain, including some of the LR2 type
(5th-7th century AD), a vessel mainly used for oil transportation.
Pieces of inscribed marble plaques were also found here, while
the future study of the inscriptions’ content is expected to shed
light on this still relatively unknown phase of the city.

BaAaveio Il Katd prnkog topn xwpou e Botoaiwtd danedo
(anotinwaon loibwpog MAakwtdpng, apxitéktovag pnxavikdc)

Bath Il. Section along the room with the pebble floor
(drawn by Isidoros Plakotaris, architect-engineer)
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" BaAaveio |
«Bath |

O1 6e€apevég kal ta Balaveia

To peydAo 1oénedo tng ndAng dev dlabétel nnyaio vepd. Tnv ubpodod-
TNON TWV IOIWTIKWY KAToIKIWY £6unnpetolioav oL OTEPVEG, Ol OMOoiEG
YEVIKA elval noAudplBpeG otov Xwpo.

Qotdoo, n peydAn avdntu€n Tou oIKIoHoU TwV EAANVOPWHAIKWY
XpOvwv Kat ot augnpéveg avdykeg udpoddtnong odnynoav otnv
Kataokeun 0o eviunwaolakwy yla to PeyeBog toug, de€apevwv
vepou, nou evtdooovtal ota peyaAa dnpdola épya tng nepLodou.
Katd to peyaAltepo Tpnpa toug eival unéoKageg oTov PUGOLKO
Bpdxo, eV TO UMEPYELO KTIOTO TUAPA TOUG otnpidetal eEWTEPIKA pE
LOXUPEG avtnplbeg, WOTE va aviéxel TG MEoeLS Tou vepou. Epepav
KAMapOOKENN oTéyaon nou KAatéppeuce Katd tnv apxatdtnta.
Ot Statnpoupevol, AiBivol B6Aol tng tpikAitng de€apeving kata-
oKeUdotnkayv o€ kanola nepiodo tng Aettoupyiag tou povaotnplakou
petoxiol. Ot de€apevég éxouv xwpntikdétnta 3.000 K.Y. vepou
nepinou kat tpogodotolvtav and oUoTnpa aywywy Nou TG cuvédeav
HE HIkpOTEPEG SeCapeVEG.

Ta peyaAa dnpéaota Aoutpd (BaAaveia), ta onoia dev éxouv epeuvnBei
nAnpwg, anotedolv évav deiktn 6xt pévo NANBucpakngG akpng aAAd
Kal eunpepiag kat KAANG KOWVWVIKAG opydvwang. Xta avackappéva
TuApata 6ev éxouv anokaAu@Bel Yneidwtd ddneda, énwg Ba ntav
avapevopevo, aAAd o€ oplopévous xwpoug BotoaAwtd kat pappa-
poBetnpata, Kupiwg otoug xwpoug tou Beppol Aoutpou (tepidarium).
Eveniypago enotUAio, mBavwg and tv kUpla eioodo tou BaAaveiou |,
anokaAuntel to 6vopa tou dwpntn, ABnvaiou otnv Kataywyn,
Mou XpnpatodGTNOE TNV KATAOKEUN ToU. To KEIUEVO avapépeL:

Oudpelog Noukiog Aapndabdig AB-
[nv]a[io]g to BaAlalvelov [€no]ie[i]

Kal XpovoAoynBnke oto a” Piod Tou 10U A TG apxéG Tou 20U atwva pLX.

TpikAtn 6e€apevi

Three-aisled cistern

The cisterns and baths

There are no natural water springs on the city’s large plateau.
The water-supply of private houses was served by tanks, which
are in general numerous in the area.

However, the great rise of the settlement in Greco-Roman times
and the increased needs for water supply led to the construction
of two water cisterns of impressive size, included in this period’s
large public works. Their largest part is hewn in the bedrock,
while their over-ground, built part is supported externally by sturdy
buttresses, so as to stand the water pressure. They were covered
with vaulted roofs that collapsed in antiquity. The surviving
stone vaults of the three-aisled cistern were constructed at
some point during the monasterial glebe’s operation period. The
water capacity of the cisterns is estimated at about 3000 cubic
metres, while they were fed by a system of conduits connecting
them to the smaller cisterns.

The large public baths (balaneia), not yet fully investigated,
point not only to population growth but also to prosperity and
fine social organization. No mosaic floors have been revealed in
the excavated parts, as it would be expected, but certain spaces,
especially the rooms destined for hot baths (tepidarium) were
furnished with pebble floors and marble inlays. An inscribed
architrave, possibly coming from the main entrance of Bath |, has
revealed the name of the donor, who was Athenian in descent and
funded the construction. The inscription’s text reads as follows:

Oudpelog Aoukiog Aapnddig AB-
[nv]a[io]g to BaA[ajveiov [€noJig]t]

and was dated to the first half of the 1st or the early 2nd cent. AD.




Anoyn pwpdikng aotkng olkiag
View of Roman urban house

H aotiki oikia (domus)

Autikd tou Bedtpou epeuvdtal ocuotnpatikd peydAn aoctikn oikia (domus), pe onpavtika eupnpata.
MiBavétata, KataokeUdoTnKe PETA TOV KATAOTPENTIKG O€lOp Tou 66 p.X. Kal N TEAIKA TG kataotpoPn Npbe
M€ ToV 1oXupd oelop6 Tou 365 p.X.

Me Baotké KUTtapo TNV auAn Kat to eAANVIKAG Kataywyng neplotUAto n oikia, pe d€ova N-B, anAdvetal o
HeYdAn éxtaon (765 T.Y. n péxpl onpepa avackappévn éktaon). H 0086 tng yivétav péow evédg npénuAou and
dnpooia AlBdotpwtn 086, n onoia evroniotnke ota véua kat £xel katelBuvon A-A. MBavwg anotelei ouvéxela
Tou 6pdpou tng dutikng napddou tou Bedtpou. H elcodog 61€Bete SinAn BUpa nou odnyoloe oto NPdnNUAo pe
10 OIKLaKO 1Ep6 (lararium). Méoa oto oTpwpa Kataotpopng tou 365 p.X. Bpédnke to onoudaio ouvtaypa twv
yAuntv g Aptepng kat tou AndéAAwva, twv npootatwyv Bewv tng ndAng, and xaAkod kal pdppapo avtiotolxa,
tonoBetnpéva oe eviaia AiBvn Bdon.

To aiBplo bev €xel ta Tunikd XapakTnpLlotikd tou pwpdaikou atBpiou, kabwg avti tou impluvium (6e€apevn
oto &6dnedo tng auAng yla tn ouAAoyn tou Bpoxivou vepol and dvolypa Tng otéyng), gpaiveral nwg ta vepd
oUAAéyovtav aneuBeiag oe peydAn otépva o€ xwpo votudtepa, To OTOHI0 TNG onoiag eival evowpatwpévo otov
Sutiko toixo tou. AinAa otnv otépva diatnpeitat AiBivn Bdon yia tnv otnpiEn nepippavinpiou v and tov
nuBpéva tng avaoUpbnke aképatog MMAvog kadog nou xpovoAoyeitat oto TéAog Tou 30U - apxn 4ou atwva p.X.
Ytov (610 xwpo Ppioketal AiBvog tpanntig (trapetum), nou pdAAov eixe petakivnBel and tnv apxikn tou Béon
KaBwg kat AiBwo tydio, ta onoia SnAwvouv dtt ToUAAxIoTov otnv TeAKA GAdon Agttoupyiag Tng olkiag, o xwpog
e€unnpetoloe KaBNPEPIVEG avAyKeg.

To aiBplo, nou Ba Acitoupyoloe WG Ppwtaywyos Kal aspaywyds yla tnv oikia, nAalolvetal and 1o EAANVIKAG
Kataywyng neplotUAlo pe otuAoBdtn kat kioveg pe wvikég Baoelg Kat dwpikd kiovékpava. Ot neploodtepol
ondévouAol kal oplopéva and ta kKlovokpava Bpiokovial NeoPEVOL 0TO €0WTEPIKG TNG AUANG, PE TPdno nou
SnAwveL TV KataotpoPn and oelous.

Ol neplotuAeg auAég yevika ntav knnot (viridarium) kat to 1o pnopei va dtatunwOel yia Tnv auAn tng oikiag
¢ Antépag kabwg katd tn Sidpkela tng avaokapng Bpébnkav pikpoU peyéBoug Slakoopntikd yAuntd kat
Baon pappdpivou tpanediov. H kepapookenng otod nou nepiBAAAel to neplotUAio Ba Atav toxoypa@npévn pe
nAoloto xpwpatikd didkoopo.

Autikd Tou aiBpiou avantdooovtal ol Xxwpol Unvou (cubicula), katd ta cuvABn NPATUNA TWV ACTIKWY OIKLKY,
€V 0 XWPOoG SUTIKA TNG 0Tépvag, Mou EntkolvwVel Pe To nepLotUAlo, Ba pnopouoe va anobdobei oe xwpo
@ayntou h unodoxng.
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The urban house (domus)

A large Roman, urban house to the west of the ancient theatre is under systematic
investigation that has produced significant finds.

Having a courtyard and a Greek-in-origin peristyle at its core, the house followed a S-N
orientation and stretched over a large area (the up-to-now excavated ground measures
765sq.m. in extent). One entered the house through a gate from a public, stone-paved street,
which was found to the south and ran from East to West. This street might be the continuation
of the theatre’s west parodos (side-entrance) road. The house entrance furnished a double
door leading to the vestibule with the family shrine (lararium). The destruction layer of 365
AD produced a magnificent group of statues picturing Artemis and Apollo, the city’s guardian
gods, made of bronze and marble respectively, placed upon a common stone base.

The atrium does not feature the typical characteristics of a Roman atrium. Instead of an
impluvium (a cistern on the courtyard’s floor collecting the rainwater through a roof opening),
water seems to have been directly collected in a large tank in another room further south,
the mouth of which was incorporated in its west wall. A stone base upon which a fountain
(perirhanterion) would stand survived next to the tank, while an intact clay vessel (kadus)
dating to the end of the 3rd - early 4th century AD was drawn from the tank’s bottom. A stone
trapetum (olive press), possibly moved from its original location, and a stone mortar were
found in the same area, thus indicating that the space served everyday needs at least during
the house’s last phase of use.

The atrium would have functioned as a light- and air-well for the house, and is surrounded by
a peristyle (colonnade) of Greek origin, consisting of a stylobate and columns with lonic bases
and Doric capitals. Most column drums and some of the capitals have been found lying inside
the courtyard, thus pointing to earthquake-caused destruction.

Peristyle courtyards were in general used as gardens (viridarium). The same could be
suggested for the courtyard of the Aptera house, since decorative statues of small size and
the base of a marble table were revealed during excavation. The tile-covered stoa surrounding
the peristyle would have been wall-painted with richly coloured decoration.

The bedrooms (cubicula) are located to the west of the atrium, following the common pattern
of urban houses, while the area to the west of the water-tank, communicating with the peristyle,
could be interpreted as a dining or reception room.

YnoBetikn avanapdotacn
pwHAikAG olkiag pe aibplo
(loibwpog MAakwtdpng,

APXITEKTOVAG PNXAVIKGG)
Hypothetical reconstruction

of a Roman house with atrium
(drawn by the architect-engineer
Isidoros Plakotaris)

Yivtaypa yAuntwv
Aptepng kat AnéAAwva,
206 at p.X.

Group of Artemis and
Apollo statues
2nd c. AD




H oxtpwon

To peydAo 106nedo tou Adpou «MaAldkaotpo», oto onoio avantuxbnke
0 KeVIPIKOG OIKIOPAG tng Antépag, npootatelBnke pe TeX0G ouVOAIKoU
pnkoug 3.480 p. H kataokeun tng oxUpwong xpovoAoyeital npv and ta
péoa tou 4ou alwva n.X., cUPPWVa HE TNV KEPAKIKA TOPWY OTO OTpWHaA
Bepediwong tng Sutikng nAeupds. To oxupwpatiké €pyo akoAouBnoe tn
pop@oAoyia tou €6dpoug, n onoia enéBaide SlAPOPETIKN AVTIMETWOMNION
Katd tpnpata, npokelgévou va e§aopallotei n kaAutepn apuva. I’ autd
TO APXITEKTOVIKO Tou ox€S10 Oev éxel eviaia poppn aAAd napouotdlel
OXETKN MolkiAia otn 66pnon, 0to NAAGTOG ToU TEIXOUG Kal 0To oXApa Kal Thv
NUKVOTNTA TWV NUPYWV (HEXPL ONPEPA €XOUV EVTONIOTEL £€1).

Yta 6utikd g oxUpwong Bpioketal kal n kUpla NUAn €lcdédou otnv NoANn,
otnv onoia odnyel AilBdotpwtog dpdpog. H pia nAeupd tng opiletat and
nupyo opBoywviag kdtoyng. ESw, to teixoq eival kataokeuaopévo e
peyaAUtepn enpéAela yia nio anoteAeopatiki duuva.

O1 Bpdxot Tng voTIaG Kal TNG VOTIOAVATOALKAG NAEUPAG e§ao@dAl{av Qpualikn
oxUpwon. Méow deltepng e1066ou and autnv tv NAEUPd, O KEVIPIKOG
OIKIOHOG €NKOWVWVOUOE HE TOUG NEPLPEPELAKOUG TNG KOIAAdAG Kal AAAEG
néAeig avatoAikdtepa. Tpitn €lcodog, To anokaAoUpevo «o1depondptiy,
Bpioketal ota BopeloavatoAikd kat Ba e§unnpetoloe Tnv enkovwvia tng
pe to Awdvt tng (Kioapo), aAAd kal Toug olkiopoUg TNG NEPLOXNG. L€ autn
TNV NEPLOXN N oxUpwon gival kataokeuaopévn and peyaAoug avioopeyé-
Be1g AiBouc.

Mpa epubpdpopeng Aekavibag,
406 at. n.X.

Lid of a red-figured lekane,

4th c. BC
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Apxaia 0666 kal kUpta nUAn €l0660u
(unoBetikn avanapdotaon, Nikog Xat¢nbakng,
QPXITEKTOVAG PNXAVIKGG)

The ancient road and main entrance gate
(hypothetical reconstruction by the achitect-engineer
Nikos Chatzidakis)

Anoyn SUTIKAG oXUPWONG, NPWOU Kal TAPIKWY PVNHEIwY

View of the west fortification wall, the heroon
and the burial monuments

The fortification

The large plateau of the “Paliokastro” hill, occupied by the central settlement of Aptera,
was protected by a fortification wall measuring 3.480m in total length. The fortification
was built before the middle of the 4th century BC, as dated by pottery coming from
trenches excavated in the foundation layer of the western side. The fortification followed
the ground morphology, which called for different treatment in places aiming at the
best possible defense system. As a result, its architectural plan is not uniform but is
characterized by relative variety in terms of masonry, wall width and the towers’ shape
and spacing (six of them have been found until now).

The western part of the fortification hosts the main entrance gate to the city, to which a
stone-paved street leads. The gate is framed on one side by a tower of rectangular plan.
The wall is here constructed with greater care aiming at more effective defense.

The rocks on the south and southeast side offered natural defense. A second entrance
on this side allowed the central settlement to communicate with peripheral sites in
the valley and other cities lying further east. A third entrance, the so-called “iron gate”
(Sideroporti), lying on the northeastern side would serve the city’s communication with
its port (Kissamos), as well as with other settlements in the area. The fortification on the
northern and northeastern sides, where the hill slopes are steep, is constructed out of
large stone of uneven size.

MoAuBb6ibeg (BANpata opevdovv),
30G-206 at. n.X.

Lead sling bullets,
3rd- 2nd c. BC



Ta vekpotageia

Yta vekpotageia tg Antépag, dev £xouv mpaypatononBel oUCTNHATIKEG EPEUVEG.
YuvnBwg, Slevepyoulvtal OWOTIKEG avaokapég oto dutikd, otn B€on tou onoiou
olkoSopnBnke Tov 190 aikva o oUyxpovog oIKIoPAG MAakdAwva. Znpavtkd Pépog
NG {6lag vekpdnoAng nou eixe wg apetnpia tnv oxUpwon, éxel €pBelL oto Pwg katd
N S1dpKELa TWV AVAOTNAWTIKWY EPYACIWV OTO TEIXOG KAl 0TOUG OXUPWHATIKOUG
nUpyoug autig g NAEUpds (SUTIKA).

Ané ta téAn tou 8ou aiwva n.X. ol vekpol ouvnBwg evtagidlovtal o€ PIKpoU N
peaalou peyéBoug niBoug, ol onoiol NAalowwvovtal and ayyeia, Tonikng Kupiwg na-
paywyng Kat Afya elonypéva. H npaktiki tng kadong Twv VEKPWV gival NepLopLopiévin
Xwpig 6pwG va anouotadel.

Y€ OpIOPEVEG NEPLOSOUG 0 XWPOG TWV NAAAIGTEPWV TAPWY LOONESWVETAL NMPOKEIPEVOU
va enavaxpnolponolnBei yia vedtepes. H npd&n auth ouvodeletal and evayiopoug,
€Unupeg teAetoupyieg, MBavag yia tov e€ayviopo twv Jwvtavov ano to piaopa g
enagng kat tng dtatdpa&ng Tou KOOHOU TWV VEKPWY, and TIG OMOIEG €XEL OUYKEVTPW-
B¢l peyaog aplBpdg nhAvwy ayyeiwv Kal apketd pévwta KUneAAa.

O evraplaopdg o anAoug Aakkoeldelg h KiBwtidoxnpoug tdgpoug, uloBeteital eupu-
Tepa and autnv v nepiodo kat Katd tnv endpevn EAANVIOTIKA, XwpIG va ekAgiPouv
EVIEAWG o1 MIBoTagEg, Nou NAvVIwG eykataAeinovtal npog to teAeutaio Tétapto tou
5ou awva n.X.

Ztoug eAAnvioTIKoUG xpdvoug ol Tapol Twv anAwv avlpwnwy Kal oplopévwy
nou avtiotoixolv otn peoala ta&n dev napouaid{ouv oNPAVTIKEG HOPPOAOYIKEG
petaBoAég aAAd ouxvdtepa opyavvovtal o€ OUOTASEG. LTo NePLEXOPEVO TouG, Hadl
HE Ta nnAva ktepiopata, evronidovtal ouxvétepa davdkeg n xapwvelol opoAof.
Ta enitdpfra onpata pe avdyAupeg napaotdoels dev eival noAAd, aAAd apketd
elval ta eventypapa.

A&16Aoya npoidvta koponAaotikng evronidoval yia npwtn gopd oe tépoug Tou 20U
awwva n.X., ot onofot kdnote epodiddovral Kat pe Xpuod KoopNpata.

Tnv endpevn nepiodo anoktolv véa apXITEKTOVIKA HOPPN Ol OIKOYEVEIaKO! TApol
Kal Adyw Tou PeYaAUTEPOU XWPOU MOU ANALTETO yid TNV KATAOKEUN TOUG To SUTiKd
vekpotapeio enextdbnke aképa dutikdtepa. Ot tdpot ivat undyelol, Hovoxwpol, Aa-
Eeutol otov Bpdxo Kal €xouv Koo OToIXeio TNV KAakwtn npéoBacn kat to upl
Bpavio yia tnv anéBeon Twv VEKPWY MoU eKTEiveTal OTIG TPEIG NAEUPES TOU BaAdpiou.

ZgUy0G XpUOWV EVWTIWY,

Aipu€og AUxvog 306-206 at. n.X.

tinou Romanensis,
téAog Tou at. p.X.

Pair of golden earrings,
3rd-2nd c. BC

Two-nozzled lamp
of the Romanensis type,
late 1st c. AD

Eowtepikd undyetou
Aa&eutol tdgou
PWHATKWV XpOVWV

The interior

of an underground
rock-cut tomb

of Roman times

Mappdptvn entdpPla othin
HE ENtypapEG EAANVIOTIKWV XpOVWV.

Marble burial stele bearing inscriptions
of Hellenistic times

The cemeteries

Located outside the fortification wall, Aptera’s cemeteries have not been
systematically excavated. Rescue excavations usually take place in the west
cemetery, following permit applications by locals wishing to carry out building

KuneAo, works, given that the modern village of Plakalona has occupied this location
6o a. n.X. since the 19th century. A significant part of the same cemetery, reaching up
Cup, to the fortification wall, has been brought to light during restoration works
6th c. BC carried out on the fortification wall and the towers on this (west) side.

Since the late 8th century BC onwards, the deceased were usually buried in
pithoi of small or moderate size, surrounded by mostly locally produced pottery
and a few imported vases. The practice of cremation is limited but still attested
in certain cases.

In some periods, earlier pithos burials were leveled so that the space could be
re-used for new burials. This was followed by enagismoi, i.e. fire rituals, aiming
possibly at cleansing the living from the taint caused by coming in contact with
the world of the dead and by disturbing them. A large number of clay vases
and quite a few one-handled cups have been collected from the remains of
these rituals.

The custom of inhumations in simple pit or cist tombs, cut in the bedrock of
soft marly limestone, was widely adopted in this and the following Hellenistic

MiAwo A0 Mava, period. At the same time, pithos burials did not disappear until the last quarter
20c-Toc at mX. of the 5th century BC, when they were totally abandoned.

Clay figurine of Pan, In Hellenistic times, tombs of ordinary people and middle-class members do not
2nd - 1st c. BC feature any significant morphological changes and are more often organized

in groups. Their content often includes danakes or Charon’s oboloi (coins)
along with clay offerings. Burial markers are not often decorated with relief
scenes, while quite a few of them are inscribed, most dating to the 3rd and
2nd century BC. Noteworthy terracotta figurines are for the first time found in
tombs of the 2nd century BC, occasionally furnished with golden jewellery too.

Family tombs adopted a new architectural form in the following period, for
which more space was required, thus causing the west cemetery to extend
even further to the west. Tombs were now underground, single-spaced, with a
chamber cut into the soft limestone bedrock. A common feature of most tombs
of this kind was the stepped access and the wide bench running all along the
three sides of the chamber, destined for the deposition of the deceased.

MeAapBapnig
kdvBapog,
3o0¢ at n.X.

s‘&%

Black-painted < MnAwvo euplatflpl,

kantharos, o aLy Xy,
3rd c. BC ~ Clay incense-burner
1st-2nd c. AD |




O1 elnopeg olkoyéveleg tng nNdANG 16pUouv eviunwolakd pauowAegia
e€wteplkd NG oxUpwong, kovtd otnv kipla €i0odo, oUppwva pe ta npdtuna
Twv peydAwy néAewv tng noxng. Xtov (blo xwpo, &inAa otn AIBdoTpwtn
060, NpBe ato YW NPWo e eveniypapa Bdbpa tou Tou Kat 20u atwva p.X.
O1 enypagég avagépovtal otnv TiINon onpaviikov noArtwv tng Antépag,
ot onofot eixav evtaplaotei ekel. Avdpeoa otoug necoouls BpéBnkav uno-
AglppatTa TEAETOUPYIKWV MUPWV HE MPOOPOPES, TWV EAANVIOTIKWOV Kal
PWHAIKWOV XPOVWV.

Ynpavtikd elpnpa anotelel to tagikd avayAugpo pe aneikévion {edyoug,
¢ nepLddou Tou autokpdtopa Tpaiavou (apxég 2ou at. p.X.), mou Bpébnke
neopévo &inAa oe eioodo pvnpeiou. Mpdkertal yia éva and ta kaAltepa
épya tou €iboug tou, péxpt Twpa, otnv Kphtn. Avikel oto Aapnpd ta@iké
pvnpeio | nou Kataokeudotnke tov 1o atwva p.X. Kal nepleixe Séka TaPIkEg
BnKeg, ol onoleg eixav napaPlacBei npv and tnv TeAkN KataotpoPn tov 70
atva p.X. Ta apxItektovikd Tou otolxeia napanéunouy o€ tagikd pvnpeia
¢ MaApupag tng Xupiag, aAAd tautoxpdvwg epgavidouv otoixeia and
AAEG MEPLOXEG TNG pwHAIKNG autokpatopiag, dedopévo nou napatnpoupe
YEVIKA o€ NoAAd pvnpeia tng Antépag.

To Ttapikd pvnpeio I, ouykpoteital ané ddo pépn, éva unépyelo Kat éva Unéyelo.
To unépyelo TPNPA €ixe UNootel ektetapévn KAtaotpoPn Katd tnv OYiun
apxaidtnta, 1dlaitepa and to oelopikd yeyovdg Tou 365 pX., gdon katd
TNV onola Katéppeuoe PeyaAo TUAKA TNG Napakelpevng oxupwong. H peAétn
TOU aPXITEKTOVIKOU UALKOU Bpioketal oe e€€AIEN, aAAd n Unapén tou tpitatl-
VIWTOU LwVIKOU €MoTtUAiou pe ouppun {wpopo, Ta TUNHata yeioou Kal ot kioveg
pe paBowoelg 06nyolv 0To ouPNEpacpa Nws to Pvnyeio eixe vadoxnun poppn
Kal npéooyn npog tov Boppd pe téooepi kioveg N dUo kioveg ev napaotdot
To 1wviké emotvAio diatnpeitat oe dUo Koppdta, Pe ouvoAkd pnkog 190,5 k.
Kat pépel emypagn. Kat ta 6uo Bpébnkav Bdpeta tou tagikoU pvnpeiou,
10 HIkpOTEPO SinAa otn cuotdda twv npwrtofulavtiviv KIBwTéoXnpwy
TdPwV Kal To HEYAAUTEPO XPNOIOMNOINPEVO WG ToiXwHa otn pakpd nAsupd
€vog anod autous. Xe dUo otixoug avaypapetat:

The city’s rich families set up impressive mausolea outside the
fortification wall, near the main gate, following the pattern set by
large cities of those times. A heroon including inscribed bases of
the 1st and 2nd centuries AD was also found here. The inscriptions
refer to honors offered to significant citizens of Aptera, who
had been buried there. Remains of ritual pyres with offerings of
Hellenistic and Roman times were found in between the pillars.

A significant discovery was that of a tomb relief picturing a couple,
dating to the period of Emperor Trajan (late 2nd century AD).
The relief was found fallen next to a monument’s entrance. This
is one of the best artworks of this kind recovered until now in
Crete. It belongs to the magnificent burial monument | that
was constructed in the 1st century AD and contained ten burial
shafts, which had been disturbed before the monument’s final
destruction in the 7th century AD. Its architectural features recall
burial monuments at Palmyra, Syria, while at the same time other
features originate from other areas of the Roman Empire, something
that is in general observed on many monuments of Aptera.

Burial monument Il consists of two parts, one lying over the ground
and the other below. The overground part suffered extensive destruction
in late antiquity, especially due to the seismic event of 365 AD, when
a large part of the nearby fortification wall collapsed. Although
the study of the architectural evidence is ongoing, the surviving
three-band lonic architrave with integral frieze, the cornice pieces
and fluted columns lead to the conclusion that its upper structure
was temple-shaped, facing to the north and featuring four columns
or alternatively two columns in antis. The lonic architrave has
survived in two pieces, measuring 190,5cm in total
length and carrying an inscription. Both of them were
found to the north s, of the burial monument, the smaller
! a group of Early Byzantine cist
tombs and the bigger one
re-used in the long wall of
one of the tombs. The two-line
inscription reads as follows:

Meoo6g and to npwo otn dutikn oxUpwon
aplepwpévo otov Mpaioxo, noAitn tng Antépag
Pillar from the heroon in the area of the western
fortification wall dedicated to Praxiochos,

a citizen of Aptera’s

MAAwvo €16WALo naidtody,
Tagiko6 pvnpeio I

1oG - a’ pod 2ou at pX.
Clay child figurine,

Burial monument Il

1st - first half of 2nd c. AD
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Ywtrptog MNpwtoyéviog

’EAguBepvaiog enoiet

H entypagpn xpovoAoyeital oto a’ piod tou 2ou alwva n.X.
Havagpopd tou apxnyol g olKoyEVelag pe kataywyn andtnv EAeUBepva,
ToVv(Cel Mo oUCLAOTIKA TIG OXEOELG oUppaxiag kat @iAlag twv 6uo
noAewy, eve n nepiontn B€on Tou olkoyevelakoU pvnpeiou SNAWVEL
tnv enBupia tou Xwtnpiou Mpwtoyéviou va enideifel Tov nAolto
Kal TV Kataywyn Tou.

To undéyelo TpNpa tou, eEAIPETIKA EMPEANPEVNG KATAOKEUNG, ANo-
teAeital and npoBaAapo kat BaAapio pe téooepig AiBiveg Tagikég BNKES.
And ™ 6latdpagn twv Tapwv ixav ouykevipwOei NoAAG ktepiopata
(MeT@AAva avtikeipeva, odepévia kat xaAkiva e§aptipata, yudAwva
pupoboxeia kal kupiwg NiAva ayyeia kat e16WAla aAAd kat ano-
TUNPATA XPUOWY EAACHATWY) €V €i6€l andBeong oTig 0TeVEG NAEUPEG
Tou npoBaAdpou, endvw and nponyoUpevn éunupn TeAeToupyia.
Ta eupnpata xpovoAoyoUv t AnEn TNG XpNong Tou pvnpeiou otnv
apxn h To péoov tou 20U aiwva p.X.

Ta el6wAla nou ocuykevipwOnkay, ouykpotouv pia e€atpetikd evéla-
pépouaa opdda pe elkovoypapikoUs TUnoug LoLaitepous —Kat KArnoloug
povadikoUg, dnwg ot EuVoUXol- WG NPOG TNV TUMOAOYIKA Toug Slatu-
nwon aAAd kat eppnveia. Xe ouvduaopd pe ta undAoina eupnyata,
08nyoUpaoTE OTOV XWPO TWV HUOTNPLAKWY AATPELWDV KAl MLO OUYKE-
kpwéva tng KuBéAng. lowg, to €6apog ntav npéopopo av cuAAo-
ylotoUpe étL n npootdtig Bed tng NOANG, N ApTEPLG, OE HIKPACLATIKEG
NOAELG, PE TIG OMOlEG UNNPXav MOAITIKEG OXEOELG, EiXE OTO Llepateio
NG €UVOUXOUG LEPELG, Péow piag Tautiong tng pe tnv KuBéAn.

META TNV KATaoTPo®Nn TOU PVNLEOU, KATAOKEUAGTNKAY OTOUG MPWTO-
Budavtivoug xpévoug (téAn 50u — 706 atvag p.X.), KiBwtiéoxnpol Tapot
pE SopIk6 UAIKS and To i61o to pvnpeio. Oplopévol Bpébnkav o€ enagn
HE o kpnnidwpa tng Bépelag NnAeupdag tou.

2TN OUVEXELD TWV HauowAgiwy, nou npoavagépbnkav dinAa otov
6popo, BpéBnkav tagikd pvnpeia Twv OYPIHWY pWHAIKOV Xpovwy,
Aageupéva otov Quaikd Bpdxo aAAd n katdotaon SlaTAPNONG TOug
bev gival KaAn.

Eveniypago eniotvAio.
Tagikd pvnpeio 11
Inscribed architrave.
Burial monument Il

Eowtepikd unoyeiou
TagikoU pvnpeiou Il

Kal eupnpata

The interior

of the underground
burial monument Il

and finds

Soterios son of Protogenes
of Eleutherna made this.

The inscription dates to the first half of the 2nd century BC.

Referring to the family leader (pater familias) who originated from Eleutherna
actually stresses the alliance and friendship existing between the two cities,
while the family monument’s prominent location points to Soterios Protogenios’
wish to display his richness and origins.

The monument’s underground part is exceptionally well built and consists of
an ante-chamber and a chamber with four stone burial shafts. Many burial
offerings (metal objects, iron and bronze implements, glass perfume bottles
and mostly clay vases and figurines, as well as pieces of golden bands) coming
from disturbed burials were assembled and deposited along the short sides
of the ante-chamber, over an earlier fire ritual. The monument stopped being
used in the beginning or the middle of the 2nd century AD, as indicated by
the date of the finds.

The assembled figurines belong to a very interesting group including special
iconographic types in terms of their typology and interpretation too — some
of them, such as the eunuchs, are unique. Combined with the rest of the finds,
they lead us to think of a mystic cult and more specifically of Cybele. The
ground might have been fertile for such a cult to rise at Aptera, considering
that the city’s guardian goddess was Artemis, while Artemis’ clergy included
eunuch priests in cities of Asia Minor that were politically related to Aptera,
because of her assimilation to Cybele.

After the monument was destroyed, cist tombs were built in Early Byzantine
times (late 5th - 7th century AD) out of building materials coming from the
monument itself. Some tombs were found adjacent to its crepis (foundation)
on the northern side.

Burial monuments of Late Roman times cut into the bedrock were also found
further beyond the above-mentioned mausolea, lying by the street but their
preservation state is poor.

MAAWvo €16wAL0 yuvalkeiag HopPig
nou tautiletal pe MNepoe@dvn-
Yelpnva Kal avBokdAukag

pe npotopn lowdbag.

Tagko pvnpeio I

Tog - a’ped 2ou at p.X.

Clay female figurine identified
with Persephone-Siren and a calyx
featuring Isis’ bust.

Burial monument Il

1st - first half of 2nd c. AD.
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H Antepa and tnv Uotepn apxatdtnta £€wg TG PEPEG Hag
O peyaAutepog oelopds nou éxel nAREeL tnv Kpntn otn Sidpkela twv 1oTopikwv xpovwy, éAaBe xwpa otig 21 louAlou tou 365 p.X. kat
unoAoyiletal éu eixe péyebog = 8 R. O tpopaktikdg autdg oslopdg anoteAel évav otabpd otnv totopia tou vnolo, kaBwg Bewpeital 6t
ouvodelBnke and éva povadikd Kal EVIunwolakd YEwAoYIkd gatvopevo yia tnv idia th dopn tou, n peA£tn tou onoiou PBpioketat o€ eEEAIEN.
Mpdkertal yia tv napatnpoUpevn kataképupn dlagopornoinon g otddung tou e6dgoug, n onoia nAnotédel ta 9 p. aviPwong ota dutikd
Tou vnoloU Kal ta 2 Y. kataBubiong ota avatoAikd.

To Sopnpévo nepiBdAdov tng Antépag, wg dnpdotog kat ISlwTtKdG Xwpog, unéatn avenavépbwrtes BAGReG Adyw tou oelopou. To Béatpo
Kal N KAteoTpappévn oxUpwaon v €NOKEUAZETAL Kal OPLIOPEVEG KOYXEG TwV HVNHELAKWVY AOUTPWVY TG NOANG petatpénovial o poupvoug.
EnnAéov, eykataAeinetal to peyaAltepo tnpa tou dutikoU vekpotageiou kat taég, Tnv nepiodo HeETA tov oelopd, evronidovtal
Kupiwg kovtd otnv oxUpwon, aAAd nAéov kal péoa otov OIKIopd. ZUVENWG, N {wh NANBuopakd pelwpévn, ouvexietal, aAAd pPe Slapopetikn
Quoloyvwyia, 6nwg eivat avapevopevo.

Andtunpa pappdpivng entypapng
npwtopudavivav xpdvwv
506-706 at p.X.
MNévtwg, npbéopata avaokapikd dedopéva and tov XwWPo NG pwHaikng ayopds (BA. napandvw), dnAwvouv étt n Antepa petafl
50u Kal 7ou alwva nbavwg cUPPETEIXE 0To popoAoyikd cUoTnpa tng avvavng (@nnona militaris) nou eixe okond th cuvtpnon Kat

Tpopodoaia Twv oTpateUPdTwy g NepLédou.

Fragment of a marble inscription
of Early Byzantine times
5th-7th c. AD
Ytoixeia yia tnv akpifn nepiodo e€anAwong tou xplotiaviopou otnv néAn ev diabétoupe. Xtov katdAoyo tou lepokAn, Zuvékdnpog,

0 onoiog ouvtaxBnke eni louotiviavou kat PaAAov nptv to 535 p.X., undpxet avapopd entokénou Antépng.

O endpevog peyaAog oelopdg tou 70u atwva pLX. Kat ot entdpopég twv Apdpwv odhynoav oTnv opLoTIKA €pAPWON TG NOANG.

H Zwn enaviABe oto kévipo Tou XWPou HE TV (dpuon HIKPNG pHovnG, oe dyvwatn enoxn. LUPQwVa HE Ta apxeia Tng Joviag Ttou lwdavvn
Tou @eoAdyou otnv MMétyo, povi otnv Antepa unnpxe non eni Baoireiag tou loaakiou ' tou AyyéAou (1185 - 1195 pX). To 1196 p.X,
eni AAegiou I'* Kopvnvou, n povi Matpou, petd and aitnpd tng, éAaBe and tov autokpdtopa tnv 1dloktnola tng povig Antépag,
NpoKeLEVOU va ekdetaAAeletal ta €0064d tng.

Yta BA tou eniokéyipou apxatoAoyikoU Xwpou, ECWTEPIKA TNG apxaiag oxUpwaong, Ktiotnke and toug Toupkoug, niBavag to 1868, to ppouplo
yvwotd wg «KouAég Antépwv» h ppoUplo Zoupnaon. H Kataokeun tou evtdooetal oto eupUtepo MPGYPAppa avolkodOpNong KAoTpwY

yla TNV KATAOTOAN TwV KPNTIKWV ENAvAoTACEwY yia aneAeuBépwaon v nepiodo autn. Tuviotd aviNPOCWEUTIKG Selypa (PpPOUPLaKAG
APXITEKTOVIKNG KATAOKEUAOHEVO €€ 0AokANpou e opikd UAIKG and ktipla tng apxaiag néAng, aAAd kat tng oxUpwong. O KouAég tng
Antépag eivat éva and ta Atya oBwpavika pvnyeia nou diatnpeital oe kaAn katdotaon, kabwg éxel anokataotabel kat ivat enokéyiplo.

H Aertoupyia tou povaotnplakoU petoxiol €An&e tnv dekaetia tou 1960, ondte o KEVIPIKSG TUAPA TOU apxaloAoylkou xwpou anoddonke
oto Anpdolo, v 6ANn n undAoinn evidg TwV TEXWV NEPLOXN XWPIOTNKE og KANpoePIdia Kal NapaxwphiBnke oToug KAtofkoug Tou Xwplou
MeydAa Xwpdeia. Ti teAeutaieg dekaetieg to Ynoupyeio MoArtiopou kat ABAntiopou dievepyel ektetapévo npdypappa anaAAotplidoEwy
NPOKELEVOU va NepLEABEL oTnv KATtoxi Tou Anpooiou 0 VoG TwV TEXWV apxaiog olkiopdg, wote va diaopaAtotel n anpdéokontn
npootacia tou, n épeuva Kal teAkd n avadel€n tou.

The greatest earthquake that hit Crete in historical times took place on the 21st of July
in 365 AD and reached an estimated magnitude of = 8 R. This devastating earthquake is a
milestone in the island’s history, as it is thought to be followed by a unique and impressive
geological phenomenon, which affected the island’s structure and is still under study. It has been
observed that the ground level was marked by a vertical differentiation after the earthquake,
being uplifted by 9m in the west part of the island and submerged by 2m in the eastern part.

Aptera’s built environment, i.e. the city’s public and private spaces suffered irreparable
damage by the earthquake. The theatre and the ruined fortification wall were never repaired,
while certain niches of the city’s monumental baths were re-used as ovens. In addition, the
largest part of the west cemetery was abandoned, while burials dating to the post-earthquake
period are mostly found near the fortification wall, as well as inside the settlement.
Thus, while the population was reduced, life carried on, albeit in a different way, as expected.

In any case, recent excavation data from the area of the Roman agora (cf. above) show
that Aptera possibly participated in the annona taxation system (annona militaris) aimed
at keeping up and feeding the army in that period (5th-7th century AD).

There is no available evidence on the exact period in which Christian religion was widely
adopted in the city. Hierocles’ catalogue, ‘Synekdemos’, composed during Justinian’s reign and
possibly before 535 AD, refers to the bishop of Aptera.

The following big earthquake that took place in the 7th century as well as the raids by Arabs
led to the city’s final demise.

Life returned to the area’s centre when a small monastery was founded at some moment
in time. According to the archives of the monastery of John the Theologian on Patmos, a monastery
existed at Aptera already since the reign of Isaakios Il Angelos (1185-1195 AD). In 1196 AD,
during the reign of Alexios Ill Comnenus, the monastery of Patmos applied for and was granted
the ownership of the Aptera monastery by the emperor, in order to exploit its revenues.

A fort known as “Koules of Aptera” or ‘Soumbasi fort’ was built by the Turks possibly in 1868,
in the northeastern part of the archaeological site, inside the ancient fortification wall.
Its construction was part of a wider programme of rebuilding castles in order to fight the Cretan
rebellions that took place in this period in order to liberate the island. It is a representative
example of fort architecture built entirely of materials robbed from the ancient city buildings
and the fortification wall. The fort named “Koules of Aptera” is one of the few
Ottoman monuments surviving today in good condition, as it has been restored
and is open to the public.

The monasterial glebe went out of use in the 1960s. At that time, the central
part of the archaeological site was ceded to the State, while the rest of the
area inside the walls was divided into lots and given over to the inhabitants of
the Megala Chorafia village. Over the last decades, the Ministry of Culture and
Sports has been carrying out an extensive project of land appropriation so that
the ancient settlement inside the fortification turns into public property, and its
unhindered protection, investigation and restoration is secured.

AuAn povaotnplakoU PETOXIOU
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